habitat
happenings

Spring is in full bloom, and so is our
momentum!
As we gear up for build season, we're launching a brand-new campaign to

kick things off: Build Season: BOOST! But before we dive into what's
ahead, let’s catch you up on everything that’s been happening so far.



https://youtu.be/MBpogihb_wA
https://ulsterhabitat.org/build-season-boost/
https://youtu.be/GoHOhJYcT48
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/5b25yje/lp/38cb67fc-3bca-4a82-a57b-98d746a39cf1?source_id=ad7f2e05-1b47-48fc-8b56-9e0ad36ca6b3&source_type=em&c=
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=softerware&nav=ad7f2e05-1b47-48fc-8b56-9e0ad36ca6b3

a message
from our CEO

Christine Brady LaValle
CEO/Executive Director

Ulster County is facing a serious affordable housing crisis.Home prices and
rents have outpaced wages, with the Area Median Income rising 40% between 2020
and 2024. Essential workers—nurses, teachers, EMTs, tradespeople, and service
workers—are being priced out of the communities they serve.

We are responding by building safe, affordable homes. Since 1996, we’ve built 25
homes—and over the next 12—24 months, we’re constructing 10 more. Donate to
our BUILD SEASON BOOST today!

we are building because Ulster families can't afford to wait
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exciting news!

Thank You to the Bank of Greene County
Charitable Foundation!
S

Banker We extend our heartfelt thanks to the Bank of Greene County
Greene County  Charitable Foundation for their generous $2,000 grant. Their
support funded the construction of a safe, durable wheelchair
ramp for a local Ulster County resident, providing them with
the independence and dignity they deserve.




Thanks to partners like them, we continue to fulfill our mission to build strength,
stability, and self-reliance through shelter. Generosity like small grants doesn't just
create structures—it builds hope, inclusion, and empowerment. We are deeply
grateful, and we hope their example inspires others to lend a hand where it's needed
most.

WE DID IT!
Habitat for
Humanity of
New York
State Secures
Major
Legislative Win
for Affordable

Homeownership

Habitat for Humanity of New York State welcomes the passage of legislation
(S1718B/A355C) aimed at improving tax fairness for low- and moderate-income
families purchasing homes built or rehabilitated by nonprofit organizations.
Sponsored by Senator Michelle Hinchey and Assemblymember Didi Barrett, the bill
allows localities to opt-in and assess these homes based on their restricted resale
value, rather than full market value—addressing a major barrier to affordable
homeownership.

“These are families doing everything right, yet homeownership remains out of
reach,” said HFH-NYS CEO Michael Barrett. “This legislation is a meaningful step
toward making ownership possible and sustainable.”

The bill also provides a framework for counties and municipalities to opt-in,
ultimately increasing local tax revenues by turning vacant and underused properties
into productive homes.

BIG thanks to Senator Michelle Hinchey and Assembly Member Didi Barrett for
sponsoring the bill and advocating for fair taxation and on the way to Governor
Hochul's desk for signing the bill into law.

Progress in Glasco Ponds:
Our Next Home is
Underway!

Our build season is underway, and
we’re excited to be in contract for
another lot in our Glasco Ponds
development in Saugerties—bringing




us one step closer to our ninth home in
the neighborhood. This new home will provide a hardworking local family with the
stability and opportunity they deserve.

Many of the families we serve work essential, yet underpaid, jobs—nurses,
teachers, retail staff, and hospitality workers—who are the backbone of our
community. In Ulster County, over 60% of residents spend more than 30% of their
income on housing, and 30% spend more than half, often forced to choose between
rent and basic needs.

When these families can own a safe, affordable home, everything changes.
Homeownership gives them the chance to stay, grow, and invest in the very
community they help sustain.

project updates!

Quick Build, Big Impact

What a difference a day—and an
incredible crew—makes! When the Old
Dutch Church in uptown Kingston needed
a temporary ramp for the March O’ the
Faeries event, Ulster Habitat's build team
stepped up in a big way. With plans in
hand Wednesday morning, materials
ordered and delivered, and construction
underway Thursday, our crew had an 18-
foot ramp installed and ready by Friday
evening—ijust in time for the Saturday celebration so EVERYONE could participate
in the parade!

A huge shout out to Jeff, Isa, Dave, Phil, and especially Alex and Pete (who stayed
until 6:30 PM to finish!) for their dedication and hustle. This is community in action.

Photo courtesy @Kristin Reimer/Photomuse




Do you know anyone in Ulster County that may need a ramp?

Our Ramps Program is helping more residents gain safe, reliable access to their
homes. Ramps are available to:

¢ Homeowners and renters (with landlord permission)
e Residents throughout Ulster County

This initiative deepens our commitment to accessible housing and follows the
completion of our second fully wheelchair-accessible home.
Apply or refer someone today: 845.340.0907 ext. 105

apply here

Mount House Update — Third Joint Project with Mount
Academy

We are currently preparing to move the third modular home built in partnership with
Mount Academy in West Park, to its final foundation. The Mount includes
construction as part of their trade school curriculum. This collaboration provides
students with hands-on building experience while supporting affordable housing
efforts. The new home will be placed in Glasco Ponds in Saugerties, continuing the
work that began with our first joint project in the same neighborhood.

Sheds, Signs & Safer Spaces

While we await final approval from New York State to begin building the 10 homes
planned for our Jeffery Court development in Saugerties, our construction crew
hasn’'t missed a beat. They've been hard at work building sheds for each future
home in the development. In the meantime, they’ve also taken on several
improvement projects around the ReStore and our affiliate offices—Ilike repairing the
front sign, freshening up the entrance, and building a safer, more accessible ramp in
the warehouse.

Volunteer Appreciation Week April 21-25

We celebrated Volunteer Appreciation Week each day with delicious food and
snacks -- a public display of appreciation and lots of hugs. We can't say enough
about the incredible people who give their time, energy, and heart to Ulster Habitat.



http://bit.ly/44uJHmG

Their dedication strengthens our mission and builds a stronger, more connected
community.

sign up to volunteer!

partnerships

Students Step In and Step Up

Speaking of keeping busy, the workshop has
been buzzing with energy thanks to two student
groups who brought their time and talent to our
shed-building efforts last month. The Tri-Valley
High School Model United Nations Delegation put
the “act local” part of their global mission into
action by crafting flower boxes for the sheds the
build crew has been constructing.

Meanwhile, the Habitat for Humanity Club from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute joined us to help
build the shed walls—Ilearning new skills and
working hard under the guidance of our
Construction Manager, Noah, (and his dog
Ranger). Their efforts bring us one step closer to
welcoming new families home.



https://ulsterhabitat.org/volunteer-registration/

Wednesday
June 11
10 AM -1 PM

FREE Mini Wellness Fair

Join us for a free community Mini Wellness Fair on Wednesday, June 11 from
10 AM to 1 PM at the Habitat for Humanity ReStore. Connect with local
organizations offering health and wellness resources, including the Office for
the Aging, Fidelis, YMCA of Kingston/Ulster, Alzheimer’s Association, and
more. Enjoy information, support, and giveaways focused on community well-

being.

Save the date and stop by!



mailto:volunteers@ulsterhabitat.org

out in the community - look for us!

WALKWAY
#HUDSON
KINGSTON S

FARMERS MARKET LT

Saugerties Public Library — Steetfar

sat may 31
Rouh Draft 22 mission monday

we'd love to be at your event or business! click to email - let's

connect

WANTED'



mailto:familyservices@ulsterhabitat.org

L learn more J

If you are visting the
ReStore on Wednesdays
between 11AM and 2 PM
be sure to stop by and
say hello to members of
the LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS OF
THE MID HUDSON
VALLEY. And if you
aren't registered to vote,
mark your calendar
because they will be here
every Wednesday
through September to
make sure everyone has
a chance to cast their
ballots!

=
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League of Women Voters at the
ReStore every Wednesday until
September

be sure to follow both ulster habitat and
the restore on social media!

Ulster Habitat for Humanity | PO Box 2554 406 Route 28 | Kingston, NY 12402 US
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